Characterization of Extracellular HSV-1 Virions by Proteomics.
The analysis of HSV-1 mature extracellular virions by proteomics requires highly enriched samples to limit false-positives and favor the detection of true components. The protocol described below involves the removal of highly contaminating serum proteins and purification of the virions by a series of differential and density centrifugation steps. In addition, L-particles, which are viral particles devoid of a genome and capsid but present in the extracellular milieu, are depleted on Ficoll 400 gradients. As previously reported, the resulting viral particles are free of most contaminants and suitable for mass spectrometry.